CRY OUT!

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son
of man, speak to your people and say to
them: ‘When I bring the sword against a
land, and the people of the land choose
one of their men and make him their
watchman, and he sees the sword coming
against the land and blows the trumpet to
warn the people, then if anyone hears the
trumpet but does not heed the warning
and the sword comes and takes their life,
their blood will be on their own head.
Since they heard the sound of the trumpet
but did not heed the warning, their blood
will be on their own head. If they had
heeded the warning, they would have
saved themselves. But if the watchman
sees the sword coming and does not blow
the trumpet to warn the people and the
sword comes and takes someone’s life, that person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but I
will hold the watchman accountable for their blood.’

KATHY'S CORNER

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and
give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’
and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their
sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. But if you do warn the wicked person to turn
from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be
saved. (Ezekiel 33:1-9 NIV)

I have come across this or similar passages several times this week. I am sure the Lord wants it
presented in this weeks ‘Corner’. Perhaps the Scriptures themselves will speak to you exactly what He
wants conveyed. [ will add some of my own thoughts, as well.

When I think about the watchman, I think about Psalm 130:5-6:

I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
and in his word I put my hope.

I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

Although I never had the responsibility of a whole city of the Lord’s people to stay alert for, I have
done security work on the dreaded shift. So many times I longed for the morning to come and my
relief to arrive. Oh, when would the darkness pass! Then, when on the first shift, so many times I
would arrive to relieve a guard who didn’t take his responsibility seriously and was either asleep or
obviously had been asleep. Sure, there hadn’t been an incident known to them, so why not just kick
back? Many did. Perhaps the Lord is calling us to take the present darkness seriously, as the
enemy is always in attack mode.



What happens when the watchman isn’t where he should be? Look at what happened at Butler,
Pennsylvania. The safeguards weren’t what they should have been, and an assassination attempt was
nearly successful. There were three victims shot. Two survived; one died. And look at our border
where there was no wall, and the watchmen’s hands were tied!

I think what the Lord would have us realize is that we do have responsibility to take seriously. Many of
us have the armor of the Lord in place personally, but from Ephesians 6:18-20 we are also told, And
pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I
speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. (N1v)

All kinds of prayers—prayers reminding God of His promises—that His will would be done, prayers
for provision, prayers for protection, prayers for the peace of Jerusalem, prayers to put the enemy in his
place, prayers for the unborn, prayers for the unsaved, prayers for our loved ones, prayers against burn-
out and apathy, prayers for leaders in our nation, the world, and in the Church, etc. Pray bold prayers
and pointed prayers that will hit their mark. How crucial is the vigilance of the saints! Paul, a bold and
empowered apostle, coveted the prayers of the saints.

The children of satan have risen up while many of the children of God are counting their blessings and
building their little heaven on earth—Ilooking for bliss in the here-and-now. Those children of satan cry
out so loudly for tolerance—the shut-up-about-Jesus tolerance! The world would possibly tolerate the
“Christians” who are silenced and useless for the Kingdom of God.

Clearly, faith also requires action—without works it is dead. Paige taught about what ministry is on
Sunday: “When I tell people God’s got a call on your life, it doesn’t mean that they’re going to be a
pastor. It doesn’t mean that they’re going to be, specifically be, leading the church. No! You have a
ministry everyday, everywhere you go; at every time if you encounter another human being, your
ministry will flow if you allow it.” Ministry comes from the heart that realizes the value of each person
to the Lord. A heart surrendered to the Lord will not only pray, but be open to the Spirit’s leading in
serving. Ministry is service.

The children of satan mock and blaspheme our Holy God. They actively set up perversions and idols,
snares, traps and violence. —Meanwhile, we take comfort knowing that one day “every knee will
bow,” but is that enough or does the Lord require more?

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the
gospel will save it. (Jesus speaking) (Mark 8:35 NIV)



