Overcome Evil with Good
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blood, but against the spiritual forces of Overcome Evil with Good

darkness. We fight against it often in our
prayers. Sometimes we overlook wicked or
dark behavior as something those people
outside of the Church might not realize is evil.
In such cases we might find more easily the
ability to love our enemies, pray for those who
misuse us and turn the other cheek. I think it
is a little harder to want to do good to people,
the Christians, that we know should know
better, or do know better.

How ready the enemy is, given the slightest
opportunity to step into a life with a
temptation at a weak moment. We know some
of those people. We have been, and at times
still are, some of those people. The Holy Spirit will convict us. Thankfully, if we don’t hear or heed
the Spirit, there are times God in His mercy allows us to be caught or exposed and gives us a gift of
repentance. Others would condemn or write us off—certainly not want to bless us, but the Bible
(Romans 12:21) says to overcome evil with good. Kindness just might be seeing the value of a person
who is caught in their sin. Seeing their value enough to do them good instead of giving them what they
“deserve.” They have value to God. They have value to people when they are restored and their “mess
becomes their ministry.” (—Paige)

“They made their bed, let them lie in it!” That is one typical response. Again, we overcome evil with
good. Jesus did. Remember the woman caught in adultery. Jesus didn’t condemn her, but he issued a
warning—*“Go and sin no more.” (John 8:11) And in another place Jesus said, “See you are well.
Do not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn’t happen to you.” (From John 5:14 CSB)

When we see a brother or sister who has been ensnared, do we attempt to undo what the enemy has
done to them with good? If we do, perhaps they can see Jesus working through us. The enemy who
seeks to destroy us seeks condemnation. That is why he is the “accuser of the brethren.” One of the
first songs I wrote spoke of restoring the fallen brother or sister from the fallen’s perspective. I can’t
remember it all, a few lines:

Will you shine the C/L’zist—/igllt fo’z me when my heast is }[u[[ 0}[ nig/lt?
W/len J stumble in the c[a’zkness, will you /Le/p me stanc[ up &ig/zt.?
Will you put Chuist's avms around me when all I can fee[ is pain?
Wil you love me back into the /ig/uf, so Jean walk again?

We are not expected to condone the evil—the sin. We should not turn a blind eye to it, but we are
expected to be kind. Sometimes kindness is turning someone over to satan—shutting them out of
fellowship if they refuse to repent, rather than allowing them to continue at the detriment of their own



spirit, and rather than allowing them to corrupt the church. Some behavior is unacceptable in a
fellowship, and must be addressed, as Paul instructed the church at Corinth in Chapter 5, CSB:

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and the kind of
sexual immorality that is not even tolerated among the Gentiles—a man is sleeping
with his father’s wife. And you are arrogant! Shouldn’t you be filled with grief and
remove from your congregation the one who did this? Even though I am absent in
the body, I am present in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have
already pronounced judgment on the one who has been doing such a thing. When
you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus, and I am with you in spirit, with
the power of our Lord Jesus, hand that one over to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little leaven leavens the whole
batch of dough? Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new unleavened
batch, as indeed you are. For Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us observe the feast, not with old leaven or with the leaven of malice
and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Sin always hurts someone—most of the time it hurts more than one, ourselves and/or others—always!
Its end is death. We should not let it get that far.

Where is the line when we should turn others over to satan for their good? I guess if they refuse to
agree with the Word and the Church that what they are doing is wrong, when there is refusal to repent,
or when it corrupts the body of Christ.

No sin is private. It always affects others, even if it only means our prayers will be hindered.

Peter addressed husbands: Husbands...live with your wives in an understanding
way, as with a weaker partner, showing them honor as coheirs of the grace of life,
so that your prayers will not be hindered. (From 1 Peter 3:7 CSB);

“...the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do what is evil.” (From 1 Peter 3:12 CSB);

If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; (Psalm 66:18
NIV).

Hopefully, we are beyond arrogance and open rebellion here at NUMA. Hopefully, we value our
relationship with the Lord enough to at least agree when we are wrong—at the least to be struggling
against the sin that so easily besets us—at least being willing to repent when the Holy Spirit is sweet
enough to convict us because He cares and desires the best for us.

We have to be there for each other or the enemy wins a battle. —Be there to encourage and love and
share the truth in love. Hasn’t the enemy done enough! The Bible warns about the day when the love
of the Body (of Christ) will grow cold. Do we care enough to extend grace, to be kind? God’s mercy
and kindness is new every morning. We should reflect that. Will we overcome evil with good?



