His Likeness Is Love

Here I am again not knowing where K AT H y} s c ORN ER
to begin. As was pointed out

through a video in worship

yesterday at NUMA, we are crazy His Likeness Is Love
people in the world’s eyes, and

even sometimes to other Christians. T e
When I read a Psalm like Psalm 18 s:/?jr/hi:u'jr Tf,"vl'f’
that testifies to the greatness of LN\ AN '
Yahweh, I see how vast and yet how X 4 e 'n \ >
personal God was to David. He is ' \ f )

no respecter of persons, and He will e

be the same for each of us who
desire Him in relationship. We are
blessed to be under the ministry and
teaching of Doug and Paige, Mike
and Cathy, where there is a depth to
teachings, and a love that isn’t found
in many assemblies.

Early this week, I was touched by
what Paul said in his letter to Titus.
I think we all can benefit from
thinking a minute on a relationship with a true Christian mentor. This is what Paul said, I love the way
it is worded in The Passion Translation: Titus, you are my true son in the faith we share. May
grace and peace descend to you from God the Father and our Savior, the Anointed One, Jesus!
(Titus 1:4) The New Life Version seems to capture the same warmth: I am writing to you, Titus. You
are my true son in the faith which we both have. May you have loving-favor and peace from God
the Father and Jesus Christ, the One Who saves. When I read these words, I took the liberty of
putting my name in the place of Titus. I became the “true daughter in the faith we share.” (The faith I
share with those whom I consider to be my Paul.) This was very heart-warming to me. [ started to
think about what a good mentor is. I scribbled down some thoughts:

A person who really listens,
A person with experience who teaches by example as well as words,
A person who believes in you and what you can be—knows you were
meant for more,
A person truthful, honest, but doesn’t present the truth in a way
that destroys you,
A person who is personal-—cares—loves and looks out for
you.

In his thoughts about what a mentor is (not necessarily a Christian mentor), Bob Proctor said,

“A mentor is someone who sees more talent and ability within you than you see in yourself, and
helps bring it out of you.” Hopefully, we have some of these people in our lives; and hopefully we
are, or can be, that person to someone else. We have talent and ability and an unction within from God.
We have the person of the Holy Spirit living within; He is the greatest mentor. We have the personal



God who arranges circumstances and intermingles us with people who are for our good ultimately, as
well as those whom we may influence positively.

“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the
Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious
image.” (2 Corinthians 3:18 NLT) —Transformation into the beautiful image of the Lord is the Spirit’s
goal for each of us. The next verse, Psalm 17:15, I will present from two versions. First from the
NKIJV; “As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your
likeness.” And from the CSB: “But I will see your face in righteousness; when I awake, I will be
satisfied with your presence.[i]” The footnote for this verse in the CSB says that the literal meaning
translated as presence is form. Which version is most correct I cannot tell. There is something
beautiful in both. The thought of awakening with His likeness is something we aspire to. Waking up in
His presence might be even more desirable, especially if it’s waking up from physical death then being
instantly in His presence. We also know that presence, that form, or that likeness was lived out for us
in Jesus—in Him all the fullness of the Godhead dwells. Christ is the complete embodiment of the
whole Godhead.

John said, “God is love.” “Christianity” without love is devoid of God and Spirit-less. This type of
“Christianity” is prevalent in many assemblies that call themselves churches. It is no wonder that
people cannot find God there. We have heard sermons about the “name it, claim it” assemblies. It
sounds good to have things and wealth, but what really satisfies? Back in the sixties (before most of
you were born) I remember hearing a classmate sing a song with the words, “I don’t care what they say,
I won’t stay in a world without love.” And country music was largely about love and betrayal. People
need love. People need the Lord. Words from another song from who knows when, “Only love can
break a heart. Only love can mend it again.” “God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” There is love!

What really satisfies? I know! He does!—His likeness—His form—and His presence!



