[This article was written several years ago.
1t is presented again with a few edits.]

Spiritually a Good Samaritan? KATHY}S CORNER

Sometimes the Lord allows us to see or feel Spiritually a Good Samaritan?
what is beneath the words people are

speaking to us allowing us to actually hear t D NT Dlsc ARD ! 7
their heart. Beneath the chipper sounding
speech is a struggling heart which hasn't yet
found its rest in the love of God for them.
Possibly this is the churches fault because
the commandment that is like the first great
commandment isn't kept—to love your
neighbor as yourself. This might be because
the church struggles so much in the same
area, rather than resting in His love.

But he wanted to justify himself, so he
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he

was attacked by robbers. They stripped
him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey,
brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them
to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra
expense you may have.” “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of robbers?” (Luke 10:29-36 NIV)

This robbed, hurting, wounded one was left for dead. Does this sound like the work of the devil who is
always out to steal, kill, and destroy? How different would lives be, or have been, if people could
experience real love; if in our love for them we were willing to take risks and make sacrifices in spite
of the possibility of being rejected or mocked or embarrassed as we show love openly? Would a more
Christ-like love to them make or have made a difference? Maybe not for each of them, but I look back
on some significant others in my life at some of the things they should not have done, but did. Some
manipulation may have been used by them to secure a place in someone's heart. I think of the
insecurities these people must have felt knowing that they worked out that p/ace—it wasn't flowing
freely and naturally from the other person.

John said, “We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot
love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God
must also love their brother and sister.” (1John 4:19-21 NIV)

Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John
13:35NIV) Love makes everything real. It is what has made a difference in my life. It is the



atmosphere that people thrive in. Our best is possible when we know we are loved. This is the
atmosphere of NUMA.

It is easy to love the beautiful people, or the people who love us (family and friends) “even the
publicans (fax collectors) do that.” But, what about the people with “messy hearts?” Do we have the
compassion of Christ to try to understand what the messy-hearted person might be going through? Did
they fall for a temptation, a deception, a lie of the devil that gained a hold on them; or perhaps that
person might have been brought up by another person with a messy heart—this could have gone on for
generations by people who were never aware of the love of God for them. People cannot share what
they don't have or are unaware of having. We know that “God so loved the world.” They may not
know, though this truth is for each of them.

Having experienced the love of Christ, the love of the Father proven on the cross and extended so
graciously to us, we have an awareness of it and its transforming power. What shall we do with it
—this love?

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.” (Mt 5:16 KIV) What are these good works? Jesus said that there is only One who
1s good—God. Of course He is Himself God just as the Father and Holy Spirit are. God is love. Your
good deeds are deeds done out of love. These are deeds without hidden motives, pure deeds, authentic
deeds, out of the nature of God Himself. These deeds are the ones that bring glory to God. Men may
be able to see God in them.

Think again about the parable of the Good Samaritan. Look at it spiritually. See how satan would rob,
wound and leave one to die. We are that person's hope through Christ in us—the source of God's love
to them—to bind their wounds and see that the care they need to be whole and well and restored is
available; whether this is for their physical, emotional or spiritual life. Do you have the means? Don't
withhold. God supplies what we need for every good work. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work. As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their
righteousness endures forever.” (2 Corinthians 9:8-9 NIV)



