Runaway Faith

Over the past two or three years I have seen K A TH y)s CORNER

my faith all over the place, like a bouncing
ball, out of control. At times I have been
able to separate my thoughts from the old
destructive thought patterns. At other times
I seem instead to come into agreement with
them. Sometimes I feel strength like the
roaring lion. Sometimes, like the cowardly
lion in The Wizard of Oz, I can’t take that
next step as I have come into agreement
with a spirit of cowardice. I think we all
have times when we want to stay in areas
of comfort and the ordinary. We tend to
avoid the unfamiliar and the insecure. But
then, in Christ, I have a desire for
adventure. This cannot be satisfied without
taking risk. How much do I really trust
God? How much do I really believe Him?
If I don’t step out in faith, will He be
glorified in my life?

Runaway Faith

If you are like me, you want to have a strong faith so that you can live pleasing to God, serving Him
and people. I know confidence in Christ and trust takes time to be where it should be. That is why
in James 5:13-16 it talks about calling the elders—those mature in faith to anoint us and say the prayer
of faith. Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is anyone cheerful? He should sing
praises. Is anyone among you sick? He should call for the elders of the church, and they are to
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the
sick person, and the Lord will raise him up; if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect. (CSB)

I know that the enemy will use delays to answered prayers to try to deceive us, discourage us and
ultimately destroy us. It is his opportune time. He will introduce thoughts to cause doubt, as the
serpent with Eve. Unlike Eve at that time, we have proof of God’s love through the blood sacrifice of
His Son. We have an intimacy with God in Spirit. We are aware of His goodness, mercy and grace.
He cares about the biggest and the smallest, most personal details in our lives. He lives in us and is
involved in us. He gives us purpose according to His will.

I mentioned calling the elders for prayer. We might expect healing through this one or that one. I also
recall the incident at the Pool of Bethesda. (see John 5:1-8) The man said he couldn’t get into the water
to be healed after the angels stirred it before someone stepped in ahead him. He was needing someone
to help him into the water. As in both cases people may be looking in the wrong direction for their
healing. It is not the person or the helper or even the pool of stirred water. It is Jesus who heals and
delivers. Although people with mature faith will, according to James, receive healing for you for your
infirmity, it is still Jesus who is Healer. God will minister His healing through elders, so don’t hesitate
to ask and receive. Last Saturday I woke up very dizzy. I rebuked the devil for what he was putting on



me—pain, swelling and the dizziness, in the name of Jesus. Nothing happened immediately. While
cleaning at church Mike, our elder, asked how I was. I told him about the dizziness. He laid his hand
on my head and rebuked it and prayed for my healing in Jesus name. The dizziness has not returned.
Jesus healed me through our elder. Praise God!

Now, sometimes I see a gulf between what I am experiencing in my life and the promises in His word.
What I see isn’t really the issue since we walk by faith not by sight. God doesn’t lie; He cannot lie; and
He is fully capable of bringing every promise to pass. Jesus wants us free. Jesus wants us healed.
Jesus provided for both. Ask God for wisdom. How am I hindering? What do I need to do? Is this
something from the enemy that I have authority over in Jesus name? (Have I forgiven, repented, taken
authority where it is needed?) Is it just not time for the answer? Is the will of someone I am praying for
contrary to and interfering with the answer?—all, I think, legitimate questions—all possibilities!

A couple more questions: Am I being obedient? Am I willing to take risks for His glory? Pride and
fear of failure is a limiting factor. The devil will capitalize on these! It isn’t as if the outcome
depends on us! God is always working one way or another.

We all have the same Jesus. The one who is perfect and complete, who therefore cannot change, has
promised to never leave us nor forsake us. We can all serve effectively through Him. The things we
have gone through or struggled with and overcome through His blood, testimony and sacrifice may
suggest our ministry to help others. So might the gifts, talents and abilities we received from Him if
applied with humility and love. Whatever we do should bring honor to God out of appreciation of Him
and thankfulness to Him. The smallest thing which seems insignificant to us may be the very thing that
shows the nature of God to someone else. They might just fall in love with the One who loves them
completely!



