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Revelation 7

In the previous chapter, John was given an overview of the major events
that will take place in the Last Days through the opening of the First Six
Seals of the Scroll with Seven Seals. Before being shown the opening of
the Seventh Seal, John was shown the people of God who will live through
these events.

After this | saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from
blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. Then | saw another
angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He
called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given
power to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea
or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our
God.” Then | heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000
from all the tribes of Israel. Rev. 7:1-4

The 144,000 from all the Tribes of Israel is a literal description of the
descendants of Jacob who will be sealed before the plagues on the land,
and the sea, and the tress begin. No other group of people, including the
church, is ever described as the “Tribes of Israel”. (See: Matt. 19:28, Lk.
22:30, Acts 26:7, James 1:1).

The purposes of the seal that will be placed on the 144,000 will be to
identify them from the Inhabitants of the Earth before the plagues on the
land, the sea, and the trees begin. As we will read in later chapters, the
purpose of the plagues on the land, and the sea, and the trees will be to
warn the Inhabitants of the Earth before the Wrath of God is poured out.

From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben
12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, from the tribe of Asher 12,000,
from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000,
from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of Levi 12,000, from the
tribe of Issachar 12,000, from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from the
tribe of Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. Rev. 7:5-8

In the above account, the Revelation gives a breakdown by tribe of those



Page 2 of 3

who will be sealed. The sealing of the 144,000 from all the Tribes of Israel
will not be dependent upon the 144,000 being able to prove their ancestry.
Instead, the Seal of God will be placed by the angels, who will identify the
144,000 from all the Tribes of Israel. In this way, the 144,000 will be set
apart from the Inhabitants of the Earth before the plagues on the land, and
the sea, and the trees begin.

In addition to the 144,000 from all the Tribes of Israel, John was next
shown a great multitude that no one could count.

After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing
white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they
cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb.” All the angels were standing around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell
down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying:
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and
power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” Rev.
7:9-13

In these passages the great multitude before the throne is said to come
from every nation, tribe, people, and language, which is a description of
the body of Christ. The white robes worn by the worshipers signifies their
righteousness. Next, John is given the identity of the great multitude.

Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are
they, and where did they come from?” | answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great
tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

Rev. 7:14

In the above account, the word that is translated as tribulation is the Greek
word thlipsis (SEC 2347),* which means affliction. This same word is also
translated in our modern Bibles as distress, troubles, suffering or
persecution, etc.By itself, this word can refer to any affliction that Believers
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experience for their faith, but, in these, the word tribulation is preceded by
the word great to describe the time when God’s people will be killed in
numbers so great that they cannot be counted. When we read that the
martyrs of the Great Tribulation will come from every nation, tribe, people
and language, it tells us that the Great Tribulation will be a world-wide
event that will affect all nations and peoples.

This chapter ends with a description of the blessings that will follow the
martyrs of the Great Tribulation, who will serve the Lamb day and night in
his temple.

Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and
night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them
with his presence. ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they
thirst. The sun will not beat down on them,’ nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he
will lead them to springs of living water.” ‘And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”” Rev. 7:15-17

From this and the previous chapters, we are given the three groups of
people who will be present on earth when the events of the Seven Seals
begin as follows 1.) The Inhabitants of the Earth, which is a description of
the unrepentant among mankind, 2.) The 144,000 From all the Tribes of
Israel, who will be sealed, and 3.) The followers of Christ from every nation,
including those who will be martyred in the Great Tribulation.
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