On to Success!

The one who is lazy in his KATH Y}S CORNER

work is brother to a vandal.
(Proverbs 18:9 CSB) : On to Success!

The Christian Standard Bible has a
footnote providing an alternate
translation of the word vandal which
is literally master of destruction, so
literally it would read: The one who
is lazy in his work is brother to the
master of destruction. Some
translations say this; others use
destroyer. We all know who that
master is. I am sure none of us want
to be kin to him.

In this physical world there are many
examples: unkept roofs may fall in;
unkept fields will soon be covered
with invasive weeds; unkept homes
become dusty and dirty, etc. In the
spiritual realm it is much more serious when laziness is present. We see the demonic influence on or in
those who are careless. We see the results of the “church” that has left sin unchecked resulting in it
spreading to every area of our world with evil being accepted and promoted.

What about our spiritual lives? Is there somethin we can be doing? Cathy Foster talked about
growing in our faith last Wednesday evening. The word of God talks about this also in 2 Peter 1:3-8:

His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. By these he has given
us very great and precious promises, so that through them you may share in the divine
nature, escaping the corruption that is in the world because of evil desire. For this very
reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with goodness, goodness with
knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with
godliness, godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if
you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being useless
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (CSB)

This rich passage gives us another reason to praise God for His provision—His gift and His promises,
enabling us to share in the divine nature. Thank You, Lord! We also see in the highlighted portion that
we have a part. I see in this portion a ladder for success. We will be kept from being useless or
unfruitful! The ladder that I see has as its first rung faith. At the top of the ladder is a worthy goal—
love. Love, of course, is the “more excellent way,” the fulfillment of the greatest commandments, the
source of healthy, lasting relationships, and so much more. As the steps ascend on the ladder, so is
there a progression of “ad-tos” in this passage—NKJV: add to your faith virtue, to virtue



knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.

LOVE
BROTHERLY AFFECTION
GODLINESS

ENDURANCE
SELF-CONTROL
KNOWLEDGE
GOODNESS
FAITH

We would be blessed if we meditate on each of these and on how to implement them meaningfully.

A ladder might not be the best representation since the CSB says, “...if you possess these qualities in
increasing measure....” The Spirit is working on all of these. We shall have them little-by-little if we
continue to make the effort, and don’t give up. We may find ourselves on one rung or another from
day-to-day, through various trials; or that living, active sword—the Word of God, may show us where
we need to concentrate and be diligent.

The Faithful One who has “dealt to every man a measure of faith” (see Romans 12:3), gives each of us

what is needed to start the process in cooperation with Him; and also to finish well. What we have
received has to be developed. As Paige often says, “we have to put it into place.”

Tou ﬁom him and t/l’zoug/l him

and to him aze all t/zings.

To him be the g/o’zy fo’zeve%. Almen.

(Romans 11:36 CSB)



