
Humility—Defining mark of a Christian

The greatest among you will be your servant.
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
(Matthew 23:11-12 CSB)  

So many want to look or be like Jesus in power
and authority, but not in humility.  When
dealing with people, humility is also important. 
Paul said, “Therefore I, the prisoner in the
Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling
you have received, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, making every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace.”  (Ephesians 4:1-3)  

Those that say that they have the discernment of
spirits, do they?  Are they able to even discern
the holy from the profane—the fleshly from the spiritual?  While explaining spiritual birth to 
Nicodemus Jesus said, “The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don’t 
know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  (John 3:8 
CSB)  Bing born of the Spirit—the wind blows—you can’t see it, but you can see the effects of it.  It is 
also evident that the fruit of the Spirit is as invisible as the Spirit Himself.  These un-see-able traits can 
have a transforming effect on the lives of people.  So love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness or humility and self-control—the fruit.  Admirable, yet invisible!  Simple, yet 
profound!

Look beyond the surface with spiritual eyes at this portion from Proverbs 24:30-34 CSB:  

I went by the field of the lazy man,
And by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding;
And there it was, all overgrown with thorns;
Its surface was covered with nettles;
Its stone wall was broken down.
When I saw it, I considered it well;
I looked on it and received instruction:
A little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to rest;
So shall your poverty come…. 

Taking this spiritually, we can see how we might become spiritually poor.  In verse 27 of the same 
Proverb we are instructed to:

Prepare your outside work,
Make it fit for yourself in the field;
And afterward build your house.



As usual with God there is order.  I think about preparing a field for building.  There would be 
obstacles in the way that would have to be removed—rocks, trees, weeds, maybe some outdated 
structures.  Some grading and leveling, and whatever else would be conducive to building properly.  
Unless we get rid of the things that don’t belong, we are wasting our time building the house.  And, 
Unless the Lord builds a house, its builders labor over it in vain….  (From Psalm 127:1 CSB)

So, what are the things that don’t belong in our lives and in our church?  From Galations 5:19-21:  Now
the works of the flesh are obvious:  sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, 
sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I am warning you about these things—as I warned
you before—that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  Here we see
the works or fruits of the flesh.  These negative fruits contrast with the fruit of the Spirit.  They will not
be tolerated by God in the Kingdom.  These cause hurt and division rather than unity and life.  These 
are selfish and carnal.  We are instructed to walk by the Spirit so that we will not carry out the desires 
of out flesh. (See Galatians 5:16-17)  

There are so many “prophets” and “spiritual leaders” “speaking for God,” but you see self and drama 
rather than love, joy and peace.  Where is the patience, kindness, etc., and self-control?

Throughout the Old Testament we see a system of sacrifices—something given up to God.  I like this 
definition for sacrifice from Oxford Languages:  “an act of giving up something valued for the sake 
of something else regarded as more important or worthy.”  For the Israelites it was often first fruits 
and unblemished animals which were also disease-free that were to be the sacrifices.  Can we really be 
part of the bride of Christ whom He desires to be without spot or wrinkle without sacrifice?

Jesus—the Lamb of God, without spot or sin was the sacrifice—a willing sacrifice.  He laid aside His 
glory, left the splendor of heaven, knowing He was destined to be abused, abandoned, and sacrificed—
all for you and me!  He took our sin and dealt with it.  He triumphed over all evil.  He shares His 
victory with us.  If we cling to sin and carnality, fleshly lust, to have things forbidden, or things we 
don’t need—the more of—the upgrade, can we expect to be an acceptable vessel?  Sacrifice is giving 
up or letting go even and especially of something precious to us—even the good things like Abraham’s 
Isaac.  God is worth it—worthy!

Present your bodies a living sacrifice.  Your good, cleansed-by-the-blood-of-Jesus bodies, present 
them!  Your Pharisee-like law-keeping goodness and fasting, that thanks God that you aren’t like the 
sinner standing next to you, or one you know.  Your words might sound beautiful in prayer, but are they
born out of a heart of dedication to Christ?  Have you a heart for His cause, His Kingdom?  Are you 
willing to be like Him in service?  He was servant of all.  Are you willing to take the low place to 
receive His honor in His time?  The spirit is willing.  The flesh is weak.  Walk in the Spirit so that the 
weak flesh doesn’t rule over you.

Drama and self-importance speak loudly of carnality.  Let them go.  “But I have a right!”  Deny your 
rights.  Esteem others and their needs.  Does the one you’re listening to or following on YouTube spend
a lot of time fending off blows to their ego?  Do they do a personal fast for admiration, for fleshly 
desires, or is it a Biblical fast?  The same can be questioned about our serving and our delivery of the 
word.

Andrew Murray said, “The glory of mankind is its reflection of Jesus in humility.”  He said, “...our 
thoughts and words and feelings concerning our fellowmen are His test of our humility toward 
Him….Our humility must be the life of Christ, the Lamb of God, within us.”  LET HIM LIVE!  



Also from Andrew Murrays book Humility:  “Oh brothers and sisters, let us beware!  Unless we make 
the increase of humility our study, we may find that we have been delighting in beautiful thoughts and 
feelings, in solemn acts of consecration and faith, while the only sure mark of the presence of God—
the disappearance of self—was missing the entire time.  Come and let us flee to Jesus, and hide 
ourselves in Him until we are clothed with His humility.  That alone is our holiness.”

I love to end an article with a song when one comes to mind:  

“The Servant King” by Maranatha Singers

From Heaven You came, helpless Babe
Entered our world, Your glory veil’d
not to be served but to serve,
and give Your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the servant King

There in the garden of tears:
My heavy load He chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn
‘Yet not My will but Yours’ He said

This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the servant King

Come see His hands and His feet
the scars that speak of sacrifice
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered

So let us learn how to serve
and in our lives enthrone Him
Each other’s needs to prefer
for it is Christ we’re serving

This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the servant King.


