I had never really gotten beyond the first couple of verses to

this song before today. Longfellow wrote it when he was M erry Christmag!
nursing his son who had been severely wounded during the
Civil war. (Some say he had already died).

The song I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day was
written while hearing church bells ringing on
Christmas. It shows both wisdom and enduring faith.
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/ And in despair I bowed my head:- &3 %S5 & 3
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Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: ‘~
“God is not'dead, nor does He sleep,
~Eor Christ'is here; His Spirit near
Banis/peace on earth, good will to men.”
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The Word of God is Ilght and life;
Oh h rH|s voice, make H|m y

&z £
Then ha’ppy, singing onzéur way, _
Your world will changeArom-night to day;
Your heart will feel the-message-rea
Of peace on earth, good will to men.



